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immediately workable reserves of Australian coal he in this
valley and from these mines coal for gas railways and
domestic purposes is shipped to all the southern states
CKerseas export \\hich \\as pre-uousi} important has greatly
declined in recent >ears \eiLcastle at the seaward end of
the \alle> has become not only a \ery bus} coal port but
also the great centre in Australia for the hea\y industries
dependent on coal such as the making of steel galvanized
iron and wire shipbuilding and engineering and the making
of cement Other dense centres of mining population occui
up the valley including Cessnock on the South Maitland field

CHAPTER XVII
ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THE SOUTHEAST
AND SOUTH WEST
1    The South East
THIS region comprises the highland masses of the eastern
system and the coastal area of varying \\idth between
them and the sea This mountain section is in general
narrower than it becomes farther to the north and it falls
into a series of massrve blocks of which the Blue Mountains
and the Kosciusko Plateau are the most notable These
masses are separated by depressions that form the gateways
from the coast to the interior The Blue Mountain Plateau
a great hard sandstone block falls away sharply on the
seaward face and is dissected by the coastal rivers into a
series of remarkable canyon^ and gorges that are features of
the rugged scenery in this region Between this block and
the complex south eastern knot and at an elevation of
2000 feet occurs the important Lake George Gap through